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In conjunction with the Bee Improvement and Bee 

Breeders’ Association (BIBBA) the West Sussex BKA 

will be holding a ‘Bee Improvement for All’ day.  

This is one of a number that BIBBA will be staging 

throughout the country on a regional basis. 

 

This will be an all day event aimed at encouraging all beekeepers to im-

prove their bees.  The purpose is to help all beekeepers to continuously 

assess their colonies, so they 

have a good idea of which 

queens to cull, and which colo-

nies to take queen cells from 

when they need new queens. 

 

There will be tuition on how to 

raise queens using queen cells that bees often present us with during 

the summer, as well as some simple ‘artificial’ techniques that may be 

suitable for the more advanced beekeeper, or those working in groups.   

 

Further details can be found at: 

www.dave-cushman.net/bee/beeimprovementforallday.html 

 

 

Saturday 16th November  

Pulborough Village Hall  

9:30 - 4:30 

 
Booking Form at the end of this 

newsletter 

http://www.dave-cushman.net/bee/beeimprovementforallday.html


 NDB Courses 

 

Two two-day NDB courses are being staged at the Kent Science Park, Sittingbourne 
with the aim of progressing beyond the superficial and getting into some of the de-
tail.  The courses attract a generous £100 subsidy from Fera so the student pays 
only £75, including all handouts, refreshments and a light lunch on both days. 
 
Brood Diseases of the Honey Bee will run on 9 - 10 September and Microscopy for Beekeepers will take 
place on 18 - 19 October.  There are just 10 places on each course, to ensure personal attention. 
 
The Brood Diseases course will examine all of the brood conditions, looking at the infective organism, di-
agnosis, the spread within and between colonies, treatments, pre-emptive measures and there will be 
extensive, hands-on work with diseased combs, kindly provided by the NBU.  The overall aim is to provide 
delegates with comprehensive coverage of the brood diseases. 
 
Microscopy for Beekeepers is a course which, above all, aims to make students entirely comfortable with 
the use and correct set-up of the various types and styles of microscopes they are likely to encoun-
ter.  There will be a little basic theory of lenses and magnification, sessions on buying and maintaining 
these instruments and we will also spend some time on each of the common beekeeping applications - 
acarine, nosema, examination of pollen and some anatomy and dissection of the honey bee.  Students are 
encouraged to bring and use their own microscopes although high quality instruments are available at 
KSRC.   
 
Full details and application form are available from the NDB website as well as details of other courses: 
www.national-diploma-bees.org.uk/short_courses.htm 

BBKA Modules 

 

Modules 1,2,3,5 & 7 to be taken on 9th November 2013 at Storrington Village Hall, application forms and 
cheques, made payable to West Sussex BKA  (not to BBKA), to be sent to :- 
Steve Boyce, Hon. Treasurer WSBKA, 2 Castle Cottages, Hickstead Lane, Hickstead, RH17 5NT. 
not later than 20th September. 
 

Roger & Marion Brooks rhandm@hotmail.com 
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BeeCraft Digital 

 

From 1st July BeeCraft has been charging VAT on the ‘Digital only’ subscriptions.  
This is not an increase in the price but a breakdown into the price and the VAT.  The 
price of the Hard + Digital subscription is still without VAT because the digital copy is 
free in this case. 
 

Sue Jakeman 
BeeCraft Ltd 
.www.bee-craft.com  

http://www.national-diploma-bees.org.uk/short_courses.htm
http://www.bee-craft.com


Around the Divisions 
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All Members are welcome to attend any Divisional meeting, but please advise the organiser if you 
plan to attend. 

Central Sussex Division 

Saturday 21st September - West Grinstead Ploughing Match - Wiston.  

www.westgrinsteadploughing.co.uk/  
 

Details from Melvyn Essen: chairman@centralsussexbka.org.uk or the Central Sussex website: 
www.centralsussexbka.org.uk 
 

Chichester Division 

Tuesday 17th September - ‘Winter Preparation’, Daisy 

Day, Master Beekeeper, Wisborough Green Beekeepers.  Box-
grove Village Hall, 7:30pm.  Further details from: Henrietta 
Currey secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk or the Division’s 
website: www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk 
 

Wisborough Green Division 

Sunday 15th September - Apiary meeting starting at 4pm. 

Details from Sue Elliott: sj.elliott@ukgateway.net or website: www.wgbka.org.uk 

 

Worthing Division 

Saturday 14th September - Honey Show at the Findon Sheep Fair & Village Fes-

tival.  www.findonsheepfair.co.uk/  

Tuesday 17th & Wednesday 25th September - Apiary meetings starting at 

5:30pm. 

Details from Phil Carter: philange5180@btinternet.com or the WBKA website: 
www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk  
 

 

... and Dates for your Diary 
 

Monday 7th October - London Honey Show, Lancaster London (article in July’s County News) 
 

Thursday 24th to Saturday 26th October - National Honey Show.  St George’s College, Wey-

bridge, Surrey.   

Saturday 16th November - Bee Improvement for All (see this month’s leading article). 

 

‘Share your Division’s 

activities with readers of the 

County News’ 

http://www.westgrinsteadploughing.co.uk/
http://www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk
mailto:secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk
http://www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk
http://www.wgbka.org.uk
http://www.findonsheepfair.co.uk/
mailto:philange5180@btinternet.com
http://www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk


Chairman, Tom Moore, shares his thoughts from his apiary in West Sussex. 
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August has really been high summer, and for many people it is time to take a holiday.  However, for us 
beekeepers, though the main swarming season has passed, it seems to be a really busy month.  It cer-
tainly was for me.  What has made it so busy?   There have been two aspects, one in our own beekeeping, 
and the other in the activity of our local Association. 
 

In my view, an important part of what we do as an Association, both at local Division level and under the 
West Sussex (WSBKA) umbrella, is public education and outreach.  This involves attending shows of vari-
ous sorts, most of which take place during the summer ‘holidays’.  All four of our Divisions attend some 
shows, and it is a great opportunity to meet the public, educate them on the role of bees, their impor-
tance, and the problems they face.  I am frequently surprised by how well-informed people are, especially 
children.  The right conversation may lead to them taking up beekeeping at some stage, and can certainly 
gain us supporters and goodwill.  There is also the opportunity to sell honey and other goods, and raise 
important funds.  So all in all well worth doing, even if it does take up quite a lot of time. 
 

Then there is our own late summer beekeeping.  Though routine colony checks can be spaced out a little 
more, there has been plenty to do.  Honey to harvest (with luck).  This year we have had a reasonable 
crop, which we certainly needed after last year, with our stocks of honey almost exhausted.  Then on to 
Varroa treatment.  This year we have used the new MAQS on quite a lot of hives, with a thymol-based 
product on the rest.  Time will tell how the effectiveness compares.  Sad though it is to contemplate, we 
are also onto thoughts of the winter ahead, and gradually moving smaller colonies and nucs together to 
unite.  Quite a job in some cases to decide which queen to keep and which to cull, though some seal their 
own fate by having bad behavioural traits, which destines them for the freezer!  Soon it will be feeding 
time, and having taken advantage of the good offer at Booker (I believe now extended to about 10th Sep-
tember) we have over 300 kilos of sugar stacked up in the dining room.   I think the whole house is being 
taken over by beekeeping. 
 

Finally, to the tiles.  Quite often we hear of gadgets and inventions being promoted to us, and it would be 
easy to spend a lot of money on all sorts of things that you may never use, or which do the job less well 
than something you already have.  Last autumn I read about a new product called the Versotile which had 
been designed and put into production by a beekeeper.  For some years 
we have quite happily used black plastic garden centre trays to transport 
supers on, between apiary and home.  In fact we even took several with 
us round various car showrooms when changing the car, just to be sure 
we could fit them in.  So where do the Versotiles come in?  Well, at the 
BBKA Spring Convention I went to have a close look at them, and they 
are a very neat product, just the right size for a National box, strong, 
light, rigid, and unfortunately (due to the high set-up cost for production) 
rather expensive.  Still, I bought a box of ten, which meant they cost 
‘only’ £19 each instead of £20.  I have to say they are a really great prod-
uct.  Without doubt they have made the handling of supers very much 
easier, and due to their neat size we can now fit four stacks of supers 
into the car instead of three (and could actually get another half stack in behind too), so saving on jour-
neys.  In this case, for us, money well spent.  Maybe for ‘traditional’ beekeepers a fertiliser sack or two 
would be a cheaper product! 
 

Tom 

More from Moore - High Summer and (Verso) Tiles 

The car loaded with stacks of  
supers on Versotiles  



We’re on the web: 

www.bbka.org.uk/local/westsussex 

Thanks to all this month’s contributors.  If you don’t have access to the internet and want further details 
of anything in this newsletter, please contact the Editor & County Secretary.  Likewise, if you would like to 

contribute to future newsletters please send articles and photographs to: 
Graham Elliott, Editor & County Secretary, no later than the 20th of  the preceding month. 

grahammt@tiscali.co.uk 

M E M B E R S '  C O U N T Y  N E W S L E T T ER  

For those of you with a Smartphone scan our website’s QR Code 
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And Finally ... 

The Dorset Beekeeping Convention 2013 

Des Res for Bees - A landowner in Plummers Plain between Handcross and Lower Beeding has 13 acres 

consisting of wild flower meadows, orchard, formal garden, and vegetable plot together with several 
ponds, two of which are wild life ponds.  Possibly the perfect surrogate home for a few hives.   
 
If you are interested please contact me in the first instance. 
 

Graham 
01403 752493 grahammt@tiscali.co.uk 
 
 

 
In 2012 an old tradition was revived and Dorset held its very own Convention once 
again.  Delegates so enjoyed the event that we are doing it all again this year on Sun-
day 6th October.  This year`s programme offers a balanced range of talks to suit every-
one, from three outstanding speakers - Graham Royle, Dr Juliet Osborne & Robin Dean.   
Venue is the modern Stratton Village Hall just four miles from the centre of Dorchester, 
Dorset’s County town.  Just £20 per head to include full refreshments.  Tickets from 
Carole Brown Tel: 01308 456210. 



Bee Improvement and Bee Breeders Association (BIBBA) 
in conjunction with West Sussex BKA 

 

‘Bee Improvement for All’ 
 

A one day course to help and encourage beekeepers of all abilities to improve their bees using simple methods.  

 

Saturday 16th November 2013 

At:- Pulborough Village Hall, Lower Street, Pulborough, West Sussex. RH20 2BF 

www.pulbvh.org.uk/ 

      

Application Form.  Please fill in and send/email to Daisy (details below) 

 

Name  ………………………….  Adult/Under 18. (Please delete) 

Under 18s must be accompanied by fee paying adult. 

Address   ………………………….. 

  ………………………….. 

  ………………………….. 

  ………………………….. 

Postcode ………………………….. 

Tel No  …………………………..  Mob No  ………………………….. 

Email  ………………………….. 

 

Additional attendees:-  

Name    ………………………….. Adult/Under 18. (Please delete) 

Name    ………………………….  Adult/Under 18. (Please delete) 

 

Course fees: 

 

Adult   £15.  No’s ……  £…….. 

Under 18  £8     No’s ……          £……..       

Total         £……..   

 

Please make cheques payable to BIBBA and send to:- 

  

Daisy, 23 Hayes Lane, Slinfold, Horsham, West Sussex. RH13 0SQ. Tel 01403 790 637 or  07980 280 852   

wellingtondays@hotmail.co.uk 

 

No receipt will be issued. 

 

Attendances may be accepted on the day, but only if the venue hasn’t reached capacity.  A fee of £20/head 

will apply to all. 

 

If telephone or email bookings are made and full payment has not been received by 7 days in advance 

(unless by arrangement) it will be assumed the booking has been cancelled and the place may be re-

allocated. 
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